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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Clearwater Paper Named Independent Carton Group Supplier of the Year
NEWTOWN, CONN., March 11, 2016 – The Independent Carton Group (ICG), an association
of 19 independently owned and operated folding carton manufacturers, is pleased to announce
that Clearwater Paper Corporation is the recipient of its Supplier of the Year Award for 2015.
The award was presented yesterday at the group’s general membership meeting, which was held
on the campus of the University of Notre Dame in South Bend, Ind. In attendance to accept the
award were Clearwater Paper’s Patrick Burke, senior vice president and group president of the
consumer products and pulp and paperboard divisions, and Robbin Rodgers, director of sales.
“The ICG is one of our most valuable customers, and it’s a huge honor to receive this recognition
from the group’s members,” said Rodgers. “The deeply engrained relationships we’ve formed
with the individual member companies – from their plant floors to their leadership teams – have
been the cornerstone of our success, and we thank the ICG for their long-standing partnership.”
Clearwater Paper’s commitment to the ICG is evident in both its participation in group events
and in its collaboration with individual members. ICG members have toured Clearwater Paper’s
mills in Lewiston, Idaho, and Cypress Bend, Ark., and in recent years, the Lewiston facility has
played host to ICG technical conferences about paperboard and papermaking. Clearwater Paper’s
dedicated sales managers deliver personalized service to ICG members across the nation, while
its converting solutions team helps members troubleshoot, innovate and optimize operations.
“Their involvement is above and beyond what we expect from our suppliers, and it shows,” said
Jay Willie, executive director of the ICG. “Clearwater Paper not only provides superior quality
and service, but they’re also a nonintegrated paper manufacturer working with our nonintegrated
carton manufacturers, so they never compete with our members. In fact, it’s clear that they share
in our spirit of independent operation and have a genuine desire to help our members succeed.”
Clearwater Paper supplies ICG members with solid bleached sulfate (SBS) paperboard for use in
the production of folding cartons and other paperboard packaging products. The supplier contract
was first inked in January 2002. Today, it is one of roughly 40 such contracts the ICG maintains
with reputable suppliers of equipment and consumables used in its members’ operations.
The Supplier of the Year Award has been presented annually since 2012 to the ICG supplier that
receives the highest marks on performance evaluations completed by ICG members for the prior
calendar year. Members rate suppliers on quality, delivery, accuracy, service, expertise and other

key performance metrics. Evaluations are used both as the basis for selecting the award recipient
and as a means of assessing suppliers and sharing feedback to strengthen partnerships.
This marks the third time in the past five years that Clearwater Paper has received the award.
About Clearwater Paper
Clearwater Paper manufactures quality consumer tissue, away-from-home tissue, parent roll
tissue, bleached paperboard and pulp at manufacturing facilities across the nation. The company
is a premier supplier of private label tissue to major retailers and wholesale distributors,
including grocery, drug, mass merchants and discount stores. In addition, the company produces
bleached paperboard used by quality-conscious printers and packaging converters. Clearwater
Paper’s employees build shareholder value by developing strong customer partnerships through
quality and service. Learn more at www.clearwaterpaper.com.
About Independent Carton Group
The Independent Carton Group (ICG) is an association of independently owned and operated
folding carton companies. The ICG helps its members provide exceptional products, service and
pricing to customers through group purchasing, continuity assurance, and various educational
and networking programs. ICG members include Accord Carton, Accurate Box, All Packaging,
Climax Manufacturing, Colbert Packaging, Curtis Packaging, 3C Packaging, Dee Paper Box,
Diamond Packaging, Disc Graphics, El Paso Paper Box, Finn Industries, Frankston Packaging,
Indiana Carton, Metro Packaging and Imaging, Royal Paper Box, Sonderen Packaging, Thoro
Packaging and Zumbiel Packaging. For more information: www.independentcartongroup.com.
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